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NRA celebrates 150 years protecting America’s Second Amendment rights  
from page 6
has been described by experts as 
one of the most-effective lobby-
ing operations in U.S. history. 
The NRA quickly moved from 
non-involvement to advocacy—
endorsing candidates of both 
parties who were willing to stand 
up for the Second Amendment. 
 Unlike members or supporters 
of most “advocacy” or issue 
groups, NRA members proved 
willing to cross party lines to 
support candidates who share 
their values. A lifelong Repub-
lican in a district represented by 
a Republican running against a 
Democrat opponent demon-
strably more dedicated to sup-
porting the Second Amendment 
is usually willing to vote for the 
Democrat to protect gun rights, 
and the reverse is true as well. 
This willingness to vote their be-
liefs makes the NRA member-
ship more effective at election 
time than most groups, whether 
left, middle or right. 
 By 1986, the NRA’s supporters 
in Congress were able to pass the 
“Firearms Owners Protection 
Act” to roll back the most-re-
strictive and abused provisions of 
the 1968 gun-control legislation, 
as well as defeat some of that 
legislation’s major sponsors. 
While still devoting the bulk of 
its activities and funds to the tra-
ditional roles envisioned by its 
founders, the NRA rapidly be-
came the one organization ca-
pable of activating, informing 
and organizing the millions of 
Americans willing to fight for the 
rights enumerated by the Second 
Amendment. 
 The leadership of the “new” 
NRA was exemplified by Wayne 
LaPierre, an NRA field man who 
rose first to head ILA and then 
the NRA itself. LaPierre and 
other NRA leaders decided it was 
not enough to simply fight a rear-
guard action to keep gun con-

trollers from winning. They 
would fight to take back lost 
ground and expand firearms 
rights. The results have been 
amazing, as NRA lawyers in 
court and ILA lobbyists in the 
U.S. Congress and the states 
have won victory after victory. 
 When Sen. Kennedy called the 
1968 Gun Control Act a good 
first step on the road to a gun-
free society, only two states al-
lowed their citizens to carry a 
concealed firearm. Today, every 
state allows it. Some laws are 
better than others, but, as this 
was being written, at least 20 
states allow legal gun owners to 
carry a concealed gun without a 
special permit. In the 1960s, it 
was assumed that government 
had the right to ban or seize fire-
arms from citizens who merely 
wanted to protect themselves and 
their homes in an emergency, but 
after the New Orleans police 
went house to house seizing guns 
after Hurricane Katrina, NRA 
lawyers challenged the practice 
and won. 
 When the Clinton administration 
managed to ram a so-called “as-
sault-weapons ban” through 
Congress in the 1990s, the polit-
ical backlash, led by the NRA, 
was a major reason Democrats 
lost control of Congress for the 
first time in 40 years, and, ac-

cording to President Bill Clinton 
(D), cost Vice President Al Gore 
(D) the presidency in 2000. 
 When President Barack Obama 
(D)—backed by his party, a 
fawning media, and millions of 
dollars from anti-gun activists 
like former New York City 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
(D)—proposed a package of fire-
arms restrictions after the Sandy 
Hook tragedy, Washington pol-
iticians and the national press as-
sumed that gun owners and the 
NRA had finally met their match. 
President Obama even went on 
television to assure his supporters 
that the NRA no longer mattered. 
 President Obama knew, like his 
fellow gun-control advocates 
since the 1960s, that to take 
down the Second Amendment, it 
would be necessary to demonize, 
marginalize or destroy the NRA. 
He appointed his vice president, 
Joe Biden, to lead the charge. 
Biden failed, as had those who 
had tried the same thing in years 
past. 
 Instead, this assault was turned 
back, and the U.S. Supreme 
Court, after decades of silence, 
affirmed in 2008 and 2010 that 
the Second Amendment does in-
deed mean just what it says. 
 Still, progressive anti-gun activ-
ists spent the four years leading 
up to the 2020 election trying to 
destroy the NRA. They tried to 
tie the NRA into the “Russia In-
vestigation” and, when that 
failed, began an effort to destroy 
the NRA’s credibility among 
America’s gun owners. New 
York Attorney General Letitia 
James (D) ran on a promise that 
her first priority would be to de-
stroy the NRA as “a criminal 
conspiracy” made up of “domes-
tic terrorists.” She and New York 
state Gov. Andrew Cuomo (D) 
have tried to tie the NRA up in 
court in the hope that doing so 

would bleed the organization fi-
nancially, cripple its reputation 
and eventually destroy it. They 
attacked NRA officers and staff 
and called them thieves and 
criminals in the press, even liken-
ing the NRA and its members to 
terrorists. 
 Meanwhile, Bloomberg ded-
icated more than $600 million 
dollars to electing gun-control 
candidates around the country, 
and other wealthy anti-Second 
Amendment crusaders spent as 
much or even more. Despite their 
efforts, last year, it is estimated 
roughly eight million men and 
women became first-time gun 
purchasers. 
 The Second Amendment would 
not be a deciding issue in the 
2020 presidential race, but the 

NRA and the issue made the race 
far closer than Democrat candi-
date Joe Biden had expected, be-
cause gun owners knew 
instinctively that while he wasn’t 
talking gun control during the 
campaign, he would target gun 
owners if he became president. 
Biden has always been an advo-
cate for gun control and, indeed, 
had posted pages of gun-control 
measures on his campaign web-
site. 
President Donald J. Trump (R) 

may have lost his campaign for a 
second term, but NRA efforts in-
creased the number of gun-
friendly elected officials in the 
Congress and in dozens of state 
legislatures. By early 2021, the 
NRA Board decided to leave 
New York and reorganize in 
Texas, a state that has historically 
honored the Second Amendment 
and that more than 400,000 NRA 
members call home. 
 In many ways, the threat gun 
owners face today is more dan-
gerous than the one they con-
fronted in 1968 or during the 
Clinton or Obama administra-
tions. President Biden means to 
deliver on his promise to defeat 
the NRA, and his friends in Con-
gress have vowed to pack the 
U.S. Supreme Court, if nec-
essary, to repeal by judicial fiat, 
the protections guaranteed by the 
Second Amendment. They want 
to eliminate some of the most-
widely owned firearms in the 
country, or make owning, man-
ufacturing or buying them pro-
hibitively expensive. They want 
what they call “universal back-
ground checks” and a ban on the 
sale of any firearm-related parts 
on the internet. They want to ex-
pand the categories of men and 
women included on the list of 
those prohibited from purchasing 
or owning any firearm, to repeal 
concealed-carry laws and to 
create a national firearms reg-
istry. 
 Driven by their quasi-religious 
dream of a gun-free utopia, they 
have advantages they did not 
have during those previous as-
saults on the Second Amend-
ment. The media, both legacy 
and social, seem willing to do all 
they can to shut down gun 
owners and to prevent the debate 
that has in the past reminded the 
public and elected officials alike 
that the gun-controllers’ propo-
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 Driven by their quasi-reli-
gious dream of a gun-free 
utopia, they have advantages 
they did not have during 
those previous assaults on the 
Second Amendment. The 
media, both legacy and so-
cial, seem willing to do all 
they can to shut down gun 
owners and to prevent the de-
bate that has in the past re-
minded the public and elected 
officials alike that the gun-
controllers’ proposals make 
little sense. 

sals make little sense. 
 However, the same obstacles 
that have prevented them from 
achieving their goals in the past 
will prevail again. The U.S. Con-
stitution, the millions of NRA 
members and the tens of millions 
the NRA will reach during the 
months ahead will once again 
carry the day. The NRA has re-
sponded to the challenges facing 
gun owners against tremendous 
odds over the years and has 
grown stronger, learned from its 
setbacks and adopted strategies 
to counter new threats as they 
have developed. 
 Opponents of the right of free 
Americans to own firearms are 
not going away, and that fact 
alone makes the NRA as impor-
tant to gun owners as ever before. 
NRA members, those who look 
to the NRA for leadership in de-
fending their rights and those 
who would deprive them of those 
rights all understand this simple 
fact. 
 The NRA’s founders in 1871 
may not have foreseen the politi-
cal importance of the organiza-
tion they created, but we owe 
them our gratitude because, with-
out the NRA, America today 
would not be the nation they 
wanted to pass down to succeed-
ing generations. 
 To preserve and win back our 
Second Amendment freedoms, 
we need to know the history be-
hind it. To help, NRA Publica-
tions produced a book titled To 
Keep & Bear Freedom: 150 
Years of the National Rifle Asso-
ciation. To order, call 1-866-672-
2020. 

*** 
 For more information on the 
David Keene’s essay and video, 
v i s i t 
www.americas1stfreedom.org or 
NRA.org.
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public schools, often with black 
people serving as the principal of 
the building. They watched Gen-
eral Colin Powell lead United 
States military forces in the Per-
sian Gulf War. They are aware 
that black people across this 
country hold thousands of politi-
cal offices at every level of gov-
ernment. A noted black 
intellectual named Michael Eric 
Dyson attempted to discuss what 
he saw as the stereotypes he iden-
tified in a character in the re-
cently released film, “Star Wars: 
The Phantom Menace.” Most of 
the youth of this generation either 
did not know what he was talking 
about, or simply did not care. 
Perhaps now is the time to leave 
all of the pain and hardship of our 
history behind us. Maybe our 
children are better off if we 
simply let them enjoy the world 
in which they now live, and not 
keep trying to tell them about the 
world in which previous genera-
tions of our people had to live. 
What should we teach our chil-

dren about our history in this 
country? 
 I believe there is much that can 
be gained if we take a look at 
how Israel handled this problem 
in Deuteronomy 6. They too had 
once been slaves, and for a 
longer period of time. For four 

hundred and thirty years Israel 
was enslaved by the Pharaohs of 
Egypt. During those years, the 
Hebrew slaves built the great 
cities, statues and monuments of 
Egypt. And for a certain period of 
time, when their time of enslave-
ment was drawing to a close, 
they even had to make bricks 
without straw. However, in Deu-
teronomy 6, when the Hebrews 
set out to provide a history lesson 
for their children, they do not 
avoid the episode of slavery. 
They simply do not stop there. 
They acknowledge that they had 
indeed been slaves, but they 
quickly move on to say that now 
they are living in a good and 
abundant land. They had been 
slaves, but they have come a long 
way since that time. And in mak-
ing that observation, the Hebrews 
were saying a lot about them-
selves and about God. 
 I believe that we should teach 
our history to our children, no 
matter how painful or shameful it 
may have been at the time. They 
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 Notice in the text in Deuter-
onomy that the writer not 
only acknowledges that the 
Hebrews had been slaves in 
Egypt. It is also acknowl-
edged that things have 
changed dramatically. The 
people now live in their own 
land, and they are the masters 
of their own fate. “Slaves” is 
who they “were” not who 
they “are” any longer. And 
we as African Americans 
need to learn from this, and 
start taking careful note of the 
many and marvelous ways in 
which our lives have drasti-
cally and dramatically im-
proved.

may never fully appreciate the 
benefits and opportunities they 
now enjoy if they do not also un-
derstand that things have not al-
ways been as they are now. Last 
week I participated in the com-
mencement ceremony at Shaker 
Heights High School, I also 
signed every one of the diplo-
mas, because I am the president 
of the local school board. None 
of that was possible when I fin-
ished high school in 1966.  I sat 
there and listened to the senior 
class president and the student 
body president address the hun-
dreds of people who had gath-
ered for the ceremony. I 
remembered as I sat there, that 
when my mother graduated as 
the valedictorian of her high 
school class in Chicago in 1932, 
no black student was allowed to 
participate in the ceremony in 
any way. The world in which my 
son now lives is almost incom-
prehensible to my mother, and 
the world in which my mother 
once lived is nearly impossible 

for my son to imagine. However, 
that is an important story to tell 
so long as we do not stop with 
the way things used to be. 
 Notice in the text in Deuteron-
omy that the writer not only ac-
knowledges that the Hebrews 

had been slaves in Egypt. It is 
also acknowledged that things 
have changed dramatically. The 
people now live in their own 
land, and they are the masters of 
their own fate. “Slaves” is who 
they were, not who they are any 
longer. And we as African Amer-
icans need to learn from this, and 
start taking careful note of the 
many and marvelous ways in 
which our lives have drastically 
and dramatically improved. And 
even though it is true that not all 
black people have progressed as 
far or as fast as some among us, 
the general improvement in the 
lives of black people in America 
simply cannot be ignored. We 
need to avoid so focusing on the 
aspects of racism and bigotry that 
do still remain, that we fail to see 
the opportunities that are now 
available, and the achievements 
that have been made over the last 
few decades. 
 As a single example, I wonder 
how many of our young people 
who are always searching for  
role models among the ranks of 
athletes, rap singers and movie 
stars, have decided to hang a pic-
ture of Kenneth Chenault on the 
wall of their bedroom or dorm 
room? I wonder how many black 
adults even know the name of 
Kenneth Chenault? We all know 

When Jefferson, Franklin 
and Washington began shap-
ing a new nation in 1776, 
how could they ever imagine 
the economic and technologi-
cal might of the country 
today? If successive genera-
tions had not improved upon 
and exceeded the achieve-
ments and aspirations of 
their forebears, they would 
have been considered low-
achievers at best, failure at 
worst. We dare not set a 
lower standard for ourselves. 

about Kirk Franklin, Michael 
Jordan, Shaquille O’Neal, Puff 
Daddy, and others of that group. 
But what about Kenneth Che-
nault? He is the man who has 
just been named the next Chief 
Executive Officer of American 
Express, one of the largest finan-
cial service companies in the 
world. He has been in charge of 
their credit card business for the 
last several years. He is the man 
who oversees the green, gold and 
platinum cards that we are told, 
“Don’t leave home without it.” 
And he is just one of the many 
black people who now hold lead-
ership positions not only in pub-
lic agencies and governmental 
bodies, but in corporate America 
as well. We have come a long 
way. 

The Surgeon General of 
the United States is a black man 
named David Satcher, who went 
to medical school right here in 
Cleveland, and attended this 
church during his student years. 
The president of the American 
League, one half of the teams 
comprising Major League Base-
ball, is a black man named Leon-
ard Coleman from Montclair, 
New Jersey who I knew when I 
served a church in that town. 
Robert Johnson has turned the 
Black Entertainment Network 
into a powerhouse in the Cable 
TV industry. Cornel West, Henry 
Louis Gates, Orlando Patterson 
and William Julius Wilson have 

Sen. Blackburn introduces resolution condemning 
Critical Race Theory (CRT)  in K-12 schools
WASHINGTON, D.C. – Senator 
Marsha Blackburn (R-Tenn.) 
joined Senators Rick Scott (R-
Fla.) and Mike Braun (R-Ind.) to 
introduce a resolution condemn-
ing the use of Critical Race 
Theory in K-12 schools and 
teacher training programs. Criti-
cal Race Theory is an academic 
concept that promotes division 
by seeking to dismantle Ameri-
can society. Its teachings are 
based on the belief that racism is 
embedded in American history, 
laws and institutions. 
On April 29, 2021, Senator 
Blackburn joined Senate Repub-
lican Leader Mitch McConnell 
and more than 30 of his col-
leagues in a letter to U.S. Secre-
tary of Education Miguel 
Cardona requesting the withdra-
wal of the Department’s “Pro-
posed Priorities” on American 
history and civics education, 
which included federal funding 

for the teaching of radical and di-
visive curriculum like Critical 
Race Theory. 
 Senator Marsha Blackburn said, 
“Critical race theory has no place 

in American schools. The tenets 
of critical race theory are based 
in the destructive ideal of inher-
ent racism and will teach our 
children to judge and self-segre-
gate based solely on skin color. 
In Tennessee, we believe in 
equality and opportunity for all. 
Students should not be discrim-
inated on the basis of race under 
any circumstances. This res-
olution is an important step to 
prevent the far left from pushing 
their radical political agenda in 
our classrooms.” 
  Senator Rick Scott said, “Since 
America’s founding, our nation 
has strived to be a land of oppor-
tunity for all. While we cannot 
ignore the scars of our past, we 
also cannot tolerate the attempts 
of the woke left to weaponize 
our history in radical curricu-
lums that teach our children to 
see America only for its worst 
days, and the American people 

Senator Marsha Blackburn 
said, “Critical race theory 
has no place in American 
schools. The tenets of critical 
race theory are based in the 
destructive ideal of inherent 
racism and will teach our 
children to judge and self-
segregate based solely on 
skin color. In Tennessee, we 
believe in equality and oppor-
tunity for all. Students should 
not be discriminated on the 
basis of race under any cir-
cumstances. This resolution is 
an important step to prevent 
the far left from pushing their 
radical political agenda in 
our classrooms.” 

only for their darkest hours. The 
far-left wants Americans to be-
lieve that our nation is inherently 
racist and bad. They want to dis-
credit the values America was 
founded on. They’re wrong. We 
can’t stand by and allow ’woke’ 
liberals to divide our nation. Stu-
dents in Florida and every state 
across this nation deserve better 
and I’m proud to lead my col-
leagues today in a resolution to 
stand up against this dangerous 
policy.” 
 
  Senator Mike Braun said, 
“America’s kids need to know 
that the fundamental values of 
our country are liberty, equality, 
and opportunity for all – not rac-
ism and oppression. I’m proud to 
join my colleagues in speaking 
out against divisive political 
agendas being pushed in our 
classrooms.” 
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